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Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)
Grazing Permit Renewal for Beck Canyon Allotment
Environmental Assessment # DOI-BLM-1D-1010-2014-0017-EA

Based upon a review of the Grazing Permit Renewal for Beck Canyon Allotment, Environmental
Assessment (EA) DOI-BLM-1D-1010-2014-0017-EA, | have determined that the proposed action
would not constitute a major federal action that would significantly affect the quality of the
human environment, individually or cumulatively with other actions in the general area. No
environmental effects meet the definition of significance in context or intensity as defined under
Council of Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations at 40 CFR 1508.27, therefore an
Environmental Impact Statement is not required. This finding is based on the context and
intensity of impacts as identified in the EA and referenced below.

Context

The actions involve renewing a grazing permit for ten years on approximately 1,850 acres of
public land administered by the BLM in Butte County, Idaho. The disclosure of effects in the
EA found the actions limited in both scale and potential at the local and regional level.

Intensity
The following is based on significance criteria described in 40 CFR 1508.27

Impacts that may be both beneficial and/or adverse:
Impacts associated with the actions are discussed in Chapters 3 and 4 of the EA. None of
the environmental effects are considered to be adversely significant.

The degree to which the proposed action affects health or safety:
There are no known public health or safety issues associated with the actions.

Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as proximity to historic or cultural
resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically critical
areas:
The status of these unique resources is documented in Table 7 of the EA. Where present
and impacted by the actions, the effects are documented in Chapters 3 and 4. No
adversely significant impacts were identified.
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The degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment are likely to be highly
controversial:
The actions and associated effects are routine in nature within USDI-BLM. Scoping
through the process, from field assessment to action development did not generate
controversy.

The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly uncertain or
involve unique or unknown risks:
The actions and associated effects are routine in nature within USDI-BLM and no highly
uncertain, unique, or unknown risks have been identified.

The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with significant
effects or represent a decision in principle about a future consideration:
The actions are within the scope of current regulations and are not expected to establish a
precedent for future actions with significant effects or represent a decision in principle
about a future consideration.

Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively
significant impacts:
Chapter 4 of the EA discusses cumulative impacts. No adversely significant cumulative
impacts were identified.

The degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways, structures, or
objects in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or may cause loss or
destruction of significant, cultural, or historical resources:

No adversely significant impacts were identified regarding the listed items.

The degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or threatened species or its

habitat that has been determined to be critical under the Endangered Species Act of 1973:
There are no known endangered or threatened species, or their habitat within the action
area. Chapters 3 and 4 of the EA describe the effects of the actions on other special
status species.

Whether the action threatens a violation of Federal, State, or local law or requirements imposed
for the protection of the environment:
The actions do not violate any know laws or requirements imposed for protection of the
environment.

/sl Jeremy Casterson

Jeremy Casterson

Field Manager, Upper Snake Field Office
Date: 5/13/2014
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